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Cruel, Wicked and Diſobedient 


Children to their Parents. 
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EAR the City of Exeter liv'd one Mr. 
| Robert Davis, who being a Gentleman 
| of good Account, and having only one Son, 
3 in whom he took great Delight, and gave him 

a good Education, and thouglit there nothin 
too good for him the World could afford: But 
as Children many Times, that Parents take 
the greateſt Care of and are molt indulgent to, 
prove their greateſt Grief, ſoit happened-with 
this young Man; for as ſoon as he came to 
the Age of twenty Years, he courted a young 
Lady of a great Fortune, but could not obtain 
her becauſe of the ſmallneſs of his Eſtate ; 
which he went to his Father, and falling upon 
his Knees before him that it then lay in his 
Power to make him. for ever happy, or elſe the 
molt miſerable of all Mankind. Upon which 
his Father aſk'd him the Reaſon, he told him 
he had courted ſuch a Lady, and had got her 
Conſent, but could not get her Parents becauſe 
they thought that what Means he had was not 
ſufficient, hor equal to hers, therefore if his 
Father ſhould aſſiſt him in ſuch Things as was 
needful for his Equipage, and would lend him 
ſuch Sums of Money as would make his For- 
tune equal to her, as ſoon as he was married 
he would pay him all again, and that he would 
take care of him and his loving Mother if ever 
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they ſhould come to any want, and if he would | 
not do fo that he would certainly be the De- 
ſtruction of his on Son, for he mult ſurely 
deſtroy himſelf or come to ſome unſhameful 
End.; upon which his Father reply'd dear Joh, 
what you propoſe is ſo very. hard, for you | 
know very well that my Eftate will hardly f ſerve 
to do what you have propoſed, therefore if I 
ſhould Mortgage or give my Eſtate to you to 
get you a Wite and you prove undutiful as 
many Children have been when they have got 
what their Parents had, and have turn'd them 
out of Doors, if you ſhould do fo what will 
become of your aged Mother and me: To 
which the Son anſvered, if ever I prove undu- 
tiful or diſobedient to yeu ot my Mother, or. 
if 1 wrong you of # farthing, or don't return 
what | have from you, that God may make me 
a publick Example to all Mankind, and con- 
ſume all the Subſtance that I have without or 
within, and if ever my Mother ſhould come to 
Want, Iwill take care of you and honour and 
obey you while I have a day to live, © © © 
His Father hearing fo many fair Promiſes 
and Proteſtations, thinking his Son had more 
Grace than to be guilty of the Breach of them 
he freely gave him a large Sum of Money with 
which he bought himſclt a Coach and Horſes 
androcher'Things that was proper for one of 
that quality, and in ſhort he came ſo many times 
to his Father, and had luch large Sums * | 
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Money from him to uphold his Pride, that 
at laſt he had mortgaged all his Eſtate and 
borrowed a great deal of Money deſides which 
brought the old Man very low, but the Son 


having the good Fortune to accompliſh his 


Defire was married to a young Lady, with 


whom he got a large Fortune and lived in 


great Splendor, but took no thought of his 
aged Parents to pay the Money which he had 
from them, altho' he knew that they had bor- 


rowed a great deal of it, and his Father ſeeing 


he did not fulfill his Promites went and- put 


him in Mind of them, but he licde regarding 


any Thing that his Father ſaid, told him that 
he ſhould have no Money of him, for he had 
done no more than a Father ought to do for a 
Son. Upon which his Fagger return'd Home 
with a forrowful Heart, and ſoon after was ſent 
to jail for the Money he had borrowed ; and 
having no way to help himfelt he ſent his Wife 


to his Son to let him know it, and beg of 


him that he would help him, and not let him 
die in that Place, upon which the old Gentle- 


woman went and fell on her Knees to her Son, 


and with Tears in her Eyes begg'd of him for 


God's Sake to conſider his aged Father and help 


-him out of Priſon, or elſe he would certainly 
break his Heart: But it was to no purpoſe for 


he not regarding the Tears of his Mother, nor 
kis Fathet᷑ s Condition, utterly denied them both 
agd would not own them to be his Parents but 
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puſhed them out of Doors, and told her, that 


if ever ſhe came to trouble him any more he 
would ſend her to the Houſe of Correction, 
upon which the old Woman with a ſorrowful 
Heart went and told her Huſband, which ſor- 
rowful News ſtruck ſuch a damp to his Heart 
that he fell ſick and in two Days after broke 
his Heart and died, and the poor aged Mother 
being left deſtitute of all Comfort wander d a- 
bout to get Relief for about a Year after, till 
at laſt ſne being quite ſpent with grief and Tra- 
velling and very Sick with all, came again to 
her Son to ſce it his hard Heart was turned, 
and ſetting herſelf down at his Gate, ſent a 
Meſſenger in to tell him that there was one at 
che Gate that wanted to ſpeak with him; upon 
which he went to the Gate, and ſeeing it was 
his Mother, he n to curſe and utter many 
cruel Oaths, aſking her how ſhe durſt come to 
trouble him. The poor Mother reply'd, dear 
Son, take Compaſſion and let me lie in one of 
your Barns, and ſubſiſt me with the ſcraps that 
come from your Servants Table, for I am not 
able to Travel any farther, my Heart is almoſt. 
broke, and my End is near at Hand. 
But all her Sighs and Fears were in yain, for 
he not regarding the moan ſhe made, with an 
angry Look. and many terrible Oaths, bid her 
begone for he would not: be troubled with any 
ſuch old rly Devils as ſhe, and hunted 
the Dogs at her; but the Dogs having more 
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Compaſſion than their Maſter, would not med- 
dle with her; the poor diftreſſed Woman ſee- 
ing her Son's s Cruehy, return'$about zo Yards. 


from the Gate, and there fell down Dead; and 
lay till a Gentleman came riding that way, 
who ſeeing her lie upon the Road cauſed her to 
be buried, thinking ſhe was ſome'pobri Cred- 
ture who died for want. 
But mark how the Judgment of Almig h 
God puniſhed the Wicked Wretch her Sod, 
for he could not reſt Night nor Day, in the 


Day a troubled Conſcience, and in the Night 


for fearful Dreams and Apparitions, his Sub- 
ſtance waſted away like Snow with the heat 
of the Sun. That he was toſſed between Hope 
and Deſpair for the Space of three Months, 
and riding out upon the 29 of December laſt, 


in his Coach to divert himſelf till his four 


Horſes were ſtruck Dead, by a terrible F laſh of 


Lightning, and his Coach almoſt burnt, and 


he bhimtlelk in a diſmal Condition, and was 
eartied home half dead; and ſorrowrinoreaſing 
dgily, he became A moſt miſerable: Spectacle, 


nothing but Confuſion attending him, both 
within and without, moſt of his houſes'being 


burnt; and no body could tell how So all that 


he had got ftom his aged Parents by deceit 
Was eg conſumed; and his own Miſery en- 


creaſed daily, ſo thät ibis Life was a burthen to 
him; In the Night always when he felb into a 
Slumber, he hogs! his :Father and. Hodther 
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Deſtruction; ſo that he waked many Time 


with fearful Groans ſaying the Dogs which v4 wh 

ſer at his Mother were tearing hin in pieces. J 
Thus he was tormented, Night. and Day. 

many came to viſit him and deplored his con- 


dition, the Miniſter of the Pariſh and ſeveral 
others that came exhorted him to Repent, but 


he cried out, Gentlemen I tear it is too late, 


there is no Repentance for me, for how can I 
expect any Pity from Gd, or think that he 
ſhould rega-d me in my Extremity, when I had 


no Pity on my aged Father, nor would hear 


his Complaint When he lay in Priſon, altho' [ 
was the cauſe of his being in that Place, and it 
lay in my Power to have ſuceour'd him and 


brought him out, but oh | the cruelneſs of my 


wicked Heart, wauld nat afford him one Com- 
fortabſe W ord nor give him any Relief, Which 
broke his aged Heart, how ſhall expect God 
will hear my] Ccie "my great Miſery, when 
I would net heat che pitiful Complaint of my 
poor aged M“ ihetz when "the ; came to. my 
Gate'in'a\very-low;Cendirton, and begged to 
lie in one of my Barns, only to be nouriſhed 
with what came from my Servants Table, my 
Rebeſſious Heat qiſdaining to own her to be 
my Mother, nor would I afford her any Pity, 
aitho? me Had been ſo tender over me, and 
ſuffer'd ſo much for my Sake, the Re yard 


appeared to him in a dreadful manner upbraic 


ing him for his Cruelty, and threatning his . 
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ae at Leif rd eva was to he my Hot. 

. 5 at her, hor Wopld my cruef Heart 
w tex fall down Dead, for which now 

A bis Avgels ſtand teady to ſeize 
Soul as ſoon” as it depatts my 
ry it to an Getnal Prifong Where 
Rt ed fot ever without any Pity 
* ompaſſio;; O therefore let my miſerable 

; EN od be publiſhed, as a warn; g to all Children 
3 of Difobediente, and let ſuck* conſider that 
- the Sin of the Breach of the 5th Coxamand-* » 
E 3 ment is ſo us and aggravating” in the 
Sighteof God, Men may eſcape puniſhment in 
this Wotrſd, God wil not let them eſcape his 
ge ts in the World 9 
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